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A. POLITICAL POWER AND CHRISTIAN RESPONSIBILITY — 


1. The Responsible Use of National Power 


As Christians we believe that this nation holds its power under the 
providence of God, to whom all nations are subject. We reject the inter= 
pretations of our destiny which would ascribe it merely to historical 
accidents without moral or religious meaning. We equally reject all inter- 
pretations which would regard this power as chiefly the fruit of virtue. 

We seek that our nation shall resist both the temptation to use its power 
irresponsibly and the temptation to flee the responsibility of its power. 


The corollary of all power is responsibility. Power can corrupt. 
So, too, it can be made to serve worthy ends, Power can be used as an instru- 
ment of aggression. So, too, can it be used as an instrument of law and 
order. Power can be used exclusively for purposes of national self-interest. 
So, too, can it be used for the development and preservation of world com- 
munity. Power is a trust for which we are accountable to God. The nation 
that ignores this truth courts disaster, (FCC=19))9=))* 


The advance of Communism in the Far East, signaled by the proclamation 
on October 1, 199, of the *"People's Republic of China," is a matter of deep 
concern to the American people. Despite developments deemed to be inimical 
to our cherished democratic ideals, it remains within the power of the 
United States to help shape the destiny of the 1,200,000,000 of Asia, 

(FCC=191)9-6) 


2. The New Power Position of the United States 
SS a SS ee HSER SE 


In the past turbulent decade the United States has been drawn into a new 
position among the nations, Geographically, economically, and militarily our 
country has become the most powerful nation in the free world. This tremen- 
dous new power carries with it a tremendous moral responsibility. We are not 
fully prepared for this responsibility because we have accepted only half- 
heartedly the guidance of a God who is above every nation. 


Decisions we as a people make affect profoundly for good or for ill, not 
only persons within our borders, but wntold millions of God's children through- 
out the world. Actions of our Congress and policies of our State Department 
may mean life or death, freedom or tyranny for people in distant lands. Each 
one of us, in whose name our government acts, has a personal moral responsi= — 
bility for the direction and consequences of our foreign policy. 

(NCC=1952~9) 


The United States through no special merit or virtue has emerged from two 
global wars the most powerful nation on earth, economically and politically 
We as a people have not sought this great power nor the responsibilities of 
leadership that go with it. This new power is fraught with moral Significance, 


In this interdependent age we know that decisions of the United States 
Congress and the Administration have a profound effect, for good or ill. on 
millions of persons throughout the world. With the continuous development 
of increasingly destructive weapons of war it has become more urgent that ever 
before for the United States to exercise its power with wisdom and restraint 
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* See Appendix for the identification of the documents represented by code 
numbers . 


Political Power and Christian Responsibility, Continued 


The United States is accountable to God and to the world community for 
the effects of its power and policy on other peoples wherever they may be. 
The price of power is responsibility. The nation that has much given to it 
will have much required of it. (NCC-1953-13 ) 


3. The Price of American Power 


The United States must be willing to make a sustained commitment to the 
principles of justice and peaceful change in the world of nations. There 
are no quick or easy ways to maintain security, to check tyranny, or to pro=- 
mote economic opportunity. For a long time, in spite of their utmost efforts 
to help themselves, the peoples in the economically less developed areas will 
need technical assistance from the more developed countries. Even highly 
developed areas cannot become economically healthy unless the United States 
has a sustained trade and tariff policy which will permit them to sell more 
goods here. Wholehearted participation of the United States in the United 
Nations and other common endeavors will keep us aware of such continuing re- 
sponsibilities to the world community. 


The National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. urges the 
members of its constituent communions and all our fellow citizens to weigh 
the obligations of world leadership and to accept the cost of American power. 
The price of American power and leadership is high. It must be paid in 
dollars and sweat, and perchance in blood and tears. It must be paid in 
patience, humility, and understanding. May God grant our country and each one 
of us the courage and faith to accept the responsibilities of our power, May 
He grant us the humility to take into account the rights, interests, and 
needs of other peoples in the exercise of this power. (NCC=1953-13) 


THE U.S. INTERNATIONAL DIPLOMACY, AND WORLD TENSIONS 


1. U.S. - U.S.S.R. Relations (See also Section B-3) 


The avenues of diplomatic conversations between the Soviet Union and the 
United States should be kept open and used. There should be the fullest pos- 
sible exchange of information and of views on the assumption that all nations 
want peace, not war. (FCC-19)\8-2 ) 


Soviet Communists believe in and practice methods of violence and terror- 
ism to extend the area of their control. There exist as yet no international 
law and international police force to protect those who are unable to defend 
themselves against these methods. The power of the United States provides 
today the chief material force which can induce restraints to protect human 
rights and fundamental freedoms where they still exist... 


We reaffirm our calm conviction that war with the Soviet Union is not in- 
evitable, and we believe that it is improbable, given proper use by the United 
States of its powerful influence. This assumes that the United States will 
seek to keep open all available channels of negotiation and reconciliation. 


(FCC-19)9-);) 


If successful negotiations require that the participants be militarily 
strong, then let our nation be strong. Military strength, however, must not 
be permitted to subvert the moral power of our people since it is in the ex- 
ercise of moral power that nations can most effectively resist the drift 
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The U.S., International Diplomacy and World Tensions Continued -5- 
————— ees ee ee tensions, vontinued 


toward war. We are not unaware of the disappointments and frustrations that 
have attended past efforts to negotiate with the Soviet Union, But our nation 
must not close the door to further negotiations. (NCC-1951-2) 


2. Peace Treaty with Japan 
a 


The National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. supports 
prompt ratification by the Senate of the Treaty of Peace with Japan... 


It is a Treaty of reconciliation and lays the groundwork upon which a 
durable peace in the Far East may be built. The Treaty anticipates the 
establishment of a free and sovereign Japan under conditions which will safe- 
guard the rights and ensure the dignities of her people. There is in this 
Treaty neither the spirit of vengeance, nor the intent of subjugation, On 
the contrary, an opportunity is afforded the Japanese people to achieve for 
themselves a place of honor and self-respect within the society of nations. 
We express our gratitude that at long last a Treaty has been negotiated in a 
spirit of fellowship, and concluded in a mood of high resolve, under terms 
that do not contain the seeds of a future war. 


In urging ratification of the Treaty we observe that Japan, as a 
sovereign nation, is conceded what the Charter of the United Nations recog= 
nizes aS “the inherent right of individual or collective self-defense." This 
is a right germane to the concept of national sovereignty. The recognition 
of this right by the Allied Powers, with respect to Japan, does not, of it- 
self, compromise the renunciation of war clause in the Japanese Constitution, 

(NCC-1951-6) 


3. Need for Negotiation 


In the face of the most exasperating opposition we must persist in 
honest negotiation as the method of settling international disputes; we must 
reject the theory that a third world war is inevitable. (NCC=1952-11) 


United States must keep open the door to all possibilities for the honest 
negotiation of differences between the Soviet Union and the free world. We 
must adhere steadfastly to the central principles of justice and freedom which 
undergird our foreign policy. But we should guard against taking arbitrary 
and premature positions on delicate international Questions. Such inflexi- 
bility leaves no room for the give and take essential to easing tensions and 
solving problems. The United Nations is an open door to the Settlement of 
disputes by peaceful means, (NCC=195 3-13) 


lh. Korean Peace Talks 


The National Council of Churches supported the action of the United 
Nations in resisting aggression in Korea. We are grateful to God that hos- 
tilities have come to an end. But we are sobered by the grave problems which 
await solution. Now that an armistice has been Signed it is our confident 
expectation that the United States will cooperate with other members of the 
United Nations in the effort to establish, by peaceful means, a united and 
independent Korea, Negotiations toward this end Should be carried within the 
framework of the United Nations. (NCC=1953-1)) 


C. 


COLLECTIVE SECURITY, NATIONAL DEFENSE, AND ARMAMENT CONTROL 
enemas neces oeeoerespsncmmaoe= sverige ee 


1. Collective Security and Regional Defense Arrangements (See also Section D-1) 
wore ctive wecurity and hegional Defense Arrangements 


Since the foundation for a universal structure of law and order is 
still inadequate, the United States can properly join its political power 
with that of other nations in such regional pacts as are authorized and en- 
couraged by the United Nations Charter. Regional pacts can add to the total 
of common security if they are genuinely within the universal framework of 
the United Nations; if they are based upon a natural community of interest 
and are in fact designed and operated to preserve and to promote the general 
welfare of participating nations, Such pacts can on the other hand add to 
insecurity if their words conceal what is essentially a military alliance 
which might validly appear to others to be aggressive. (FCC=19),9=),) 


a. Collective Action in Korea 


In Korea, the United Nations was confronted with the severest 
challenge to its authority and usefulness, A people groping toward the 
light of freedom was plunged into bloodshed by an act of aggression. 

We are heartened by the swift action of the United Nations in resisting 
this aggression. We are gratified that the forces combatting invasion 
in South Korea serve under the flag and command of the United Nations. 
We are resolutely opposed to the idea of a "preventivel’ war, We could 
not condone resort to arms for the aggrandizement of our own or any 
other nation. We can and do support the United Nations in mobilizing 
collective resources from its member states for the purpose of estab- 
lishing the conditions of peace in Korea, (FCC=1950-7) 


b. The United Nations and Collective Security 
nnn re errr SE eS eS RS RS TSAR AST 


We must come to grips with the issue of collective security. Hither 
the United Nations will develop a system of law under which unprovoked 
military aggression can be resisted by the joint endeavor of all peace= 
loving states, or it will be rendered impotent and wither away. The 
choice before us is that of supporting collective action against ag-~ 
gression in the name and for the sake of the world community, or giving 


aid and comfort to the aggressor, (NCC=1951=2) 


However, when viewed in the perspective of our times, the United 
Nations has not failed. Against great odds, and unforseeable difficul- 
ties, the United Nations adheres Steadfastly to its purpose "to save 
succeeding generations from the scourge of war." The United Nations 
helped still the guns of conflict in Palestine, Kashmir, and Indonesia. 
Its pressure has been felt in many other areas of political disorder 
where, but for the processes of conciliation, large~scale hostilities 
might have broken out. It has sought to restrain aggression in and 
against Korea... (NCC=1951-3) 


Ce Need For Criticism and Restraint from Allies 
Se eects wane se venronaronesoeronmeose 


First, the United States must continue to co-operate with and be 
willing to accept the criticism and restraint of its allies and other 
friendly nations, Just as we are not powerful enough politically to go 
it alone, we are not good enough nor wise enough to go our own way with- 


Collective Security, National Defense, and 


out the continuous counsel and moral restraint of other nations. We 
commend our government for resisting aggression in Korea in concert 

with other powers, and thank God that the bloodshed has at last ended. 

In common endeavors such as that in Korea there are always differences 

of opinion and tension among allies. We firmly believe that our country 
Should participate in the United Nations and in regional security 
arrangements like NATO not only because they are vehicles of co-operation, 
but because they are instruments of judgment on our national actions. 

The United Nations and NATO can help our country to transform its 

power into morally responsible policy. 


2- Reduction and Regulation of Armaments (See also Section D=1) 


In present conditions of international anarchy, where international law 
and international police power are lacking, national military strength is 
necessary, while we continually strive for the multilateral reduction and 
control of armaments through the United Nations. (FCC=19))8=2 ) 


The goal of multilateral and balanced reduction of armaments, subject 
to adequate international inspection and control, should be kept at the 
forefront of our national policy. (FCC=-19))9=-)) 


The United States should encourage efforts to bring all armaments, in-= 
cluding atomic weapons under international control, (NCC=1951=2) 


We welcome, therefore, the disarmament proposals laid before the General 
Assembly of the United Nations (November 18, 1951) by the United States, 
Great Britain and France. Without presuming to pass judgment on the specifics 
of these proposals we believe they constitute a satisfactory basis for a 
workable program of progressive disarmament... 


We recognize that, pending the acceptance by all nations of a truste 
worthy system whereby all armaments, including atomic weapons, can be placed 
under international control, it is unavoidable that the United States should 
strengthen its military defenses. (NCC=1951-5) 


There is no contradiction in the claim that even at a time when military 
strength is needed, we should look and plan for the day when all men will 
be relieved from the crushing burden of armaments, from the disaster inherent 
in a mad armaments race, and from the necessity for the heavy sacrifices such 
as the youth of the nations and their families are today making in Korea, 


(NCC=1952=11) 


The failure of the great powers in the United Nations, thus far, to 
agree on any measure of disarmament should not be allowed to stop ABW and per= 
sistent efforts to achieve this end. On the contrary we believe it is urgent 
that the United States and other free nations make another bold attempt to 
break the disarmament impasse. (NCC=1953=1),) 


THE UNITED STATES AND THE UNITED NATIONS 
1. The Political Function of the UN (See also Section G) 
Power that concerns many should so far as practicable be exercised in 


consultation with the representatives of those who are affected. The United 
Nations is the international organization through which this can best be done 


We call upon the American people to give the United Nations their 
loyal support and to make apparent their desire that their government use 
to the full the possibilities of the United Nations. (FCC-19),9-)) 


In this hour of peril the Churches of Christ in America should life 
their voices in support of the one international organization without which 
the whole world might even now be engulfed by war. It would be a calamity 
if the thinking Christian people of our country were to despair of the 
United Nations, or cast doubts upon its potentiality as an agency for the 
promotion of international peace and security. (NCC=1951=3) 


We desire that the widest possible use be made of the Peace Observation 
Commission. We believe this Commission should be authorized, upon the in- 
vitation, or with the consent of the States concerned, to visit potential 
danger areas throughout the world. We believe that impartial and objective 
studies on the spot, by this Commission, would make a significant contribu- 
tion to the achieving of peace. (NCC=1951-),) 


We reaffirm our conviction that the United States must cooperate with 
all nations and dependent areas in their struggle for freedom and justice. 
Our national self-interest must be defined in terms broad enough to include 
the rights and needs of other people. We urge the United States to continue 
and to increase its support of the United Nations and its specialized 
agencies, recognizing that any genuine international cooperation carries 
with it some limitation on national freedom of action, (NCC=1952-9) 


In some quarters of our country we witness a mounting criticism of the 
United Nations and at times an effort to undermine its work, Our people 
must learn that the sovereignty of nations as well as the freedom of in- 
dividuals is under God. (NCC=1952=11) 


The churches remain steadfast in their conviction that, on the political 
level, the United Nations is the best available instrument for international 
cooperation and peaceful change. 


We believe that our government should regard the United Nations not 
only as a vehicle of cooperation but as an instrument of mutual criticism 
and restraint through which the power of our nation and other m tions may 
be transformed into morally responsible policy. (NCC=1953=1)) 


2. The Social, Economic and Humanitarian Work of the UN 


It is important, too, that the United States cooperate whole-heartedly 
with the United Nations! Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East. This 
Commission aims to increase agricultural production, stimulate industrial 
development, promote international trade, encourage technical training, and 
control of the flood waters of the great rivers in whose valleys there lives 
half the population of Asia and the Far East. (FCC=19),9=6) 


In other areas the United Nations has achieved results which occasion 
deep thanksgiving throughout the churches, It has formulated and approved a 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, It has negotiated and submitted to 
member states for their ratification a Convention on the Crime and Punishment 
of Genocide. It has launched a program of technical assistance for the 
economic development of heretofore neglected peoples, Within the limits of 
its resources it has combatted poverty, disease, and ignorance, those ancient 


allies of war and tyranny. It has ministered to refugees and displaced per- 
sons. It has sought to advance the political, social, and economic welfare 
of millions of inhabitants in Trust Territories. It has fed and clothed 
orphaned children on both sides of the Iron Curtain. (FCC-1950-7) 


a. Human Rights 


(Note: For a detailed statement on personal, social, economic 


and political rights, refer to The Churches and Human Rights, December 
1948, a pronouncement adopted by the Executive Committee of the Federal 
Council of Churches.) | 


It is imperative that the United States take the lead, with those 
nations which are agreed on what human freedom means, to secure prompt 
adoption of a covenant of human rights, within the framework of the 
United Nations. : (FCC-19))8-2 ) 


Every right with which man is endowed by his Creator contains a 
corresponding responsibility to use this freedom wisely and generously, 
for righteous ends, and with due regard for the similarly God-given 
rights of others. Moral obligation is at the center of the Christian 
concept of human right... 


A responsible society is one in which freedom is the freedom of men 
who acknowledge responsibility to justice and public order, and where 
those who hold political authority or economic power are responsible for 
its exercise to God and to the people whose welfare is affected by it. 

(FCC-19))8-3) 


Unjust discriminations and segregation based on race and color still 
persist in America and weaken her moral influence throughout Asia and 
Africa, (FCC-19))9=)) 


We believe the time has come for the United States unequivocally to 
restate its concern for those Asiatic peoples who today are struggling 
for higher standards of living and for equal rights within the world com= 
munity... 


We believe the United States, in cooperation with the United Nations, 
should labor incessantly for the observance of human rights and funda- 
mental freedoms for the peoples of Asia. (FCC=19))9=6) 


We recommend that the U.S. Mission to the United Nations give strong 
support to provisions in the Covenant for freedom of thought, conscience, 
and religion, including the freedom to change one's religion or belief, 
and the safeguarding of parental jurisdiction in the education of children 
particularly religious education. (NCC=1951-);) 


We urge all our citizens to study the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and towrk unceasingly to weave the principles of this Declaration © 
into the warp and woof of our national life. The efforts of the United 
States toward fuller political, economic and social rights abroad will 
continue to suffer under charges of hypocrisy until we guarantee more 
effectively these rights at home, We believe these rights flow from the 
recognition that every person is of equal worth under God, (NCC=1952-9) 


We are distressed at the persistent violation of human rights in many 
countries, our own included. To mention only a few examples, we are 
deeply concerned by the restriction of religious liberty in Spain and 
Colombia and lands under Communist domination, and by racial discrimi- 
nation in the United States and South Africa. We are uneasy when free- 
dom anywhere is restricted by totalitarian practices, be they political, 
social, economic, or religious. (NCC=1952-11) 


The adoption by the General Assembly (198) of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights was an event of historic Significance. Be- 
sides the world confirmation of general rights long a part of our American 
heritage, this Declaration includes the first international statement 
upon the freedom of religion. We hope the United Nations will continue 
its efforts to translate this Declaration into covenants on Human Rights 
and that it will have the full support of our government. We regret 
that our government opposes "at this time the adoption of such Covenants, 
The suggested "new approach't to the development of “a human rights con- 
science" all over the world is to be commended. We would welcome a world- 
wide study of the extent to which the rights set forth in the Universal 
Declaration are being observed, We Support the proposal that each mem- 
ber state prepare and submit to the United Nations a report dealing with 
domestic observance of human rights. We are gratified, however, that 
this "new approach" is not regarded by our government as a permanent 
substitute for the effort to complete the drafts of the Charters on 
Human Rights. (NCC=-1953-1)) 


b. Refugees and Rehabilitation (See also Section G) 
recente aaenesasecypeaeneeeee 


The plight of refugees occasions anguish of mind and heart among 
the people of our churches, The relief, rehabilitation, and resettle- 
ment of these persons constitute a responsibility beyond the resources 
of private agencies, and of individual governments. This is a respon- 
sibility which must be assumed, in the main, by the United Nations, 


(NCC=1951-)) 


The refugee problem, tragic enough in itself, is contributing to 
the world-wide unrest by which the peace and security of our own and 
other nations are threatened. This problem should be dealt with on a 
global basis by the United Nations. We would welcome the creation of 
international machinery to deal with this world issue on a world level, 


We believe that facilities for the personal and social upbuilding 
of the 900,000 Arab refugees should be adequately provided for and that 
financial resources sufficient to carry forward a program of resettle- 
ment and reintegration should be made available, We believe, with 
Secretary of State Dulles, that "some of these refugees could be settled 
in the area presently controlled by Israel." The recommendations pre- 
viously made by the United Nations in this respect should be reaffirmed. 


We take pride in the fact that our country has participated fully 
in the relief and rehabilitation endeavors of the United Nations, Now 
that hostilities have ceased in Korea the United Nations will be required 
to carry forward a program of reconstruction in that stricken country. 
Wherever possible the efforts of the United States in this respect should 
be correlated with the operations of the United Nations Korean Recon= 
struction Agency. Just as there was a United Nations Command in the task 


E. 


of resisting aggression so should there be a united effort in the task of 
reconstruction. The free nations should demonstrate that their zeal for re- 
building Korea is even greater than was their zeal in resisting aggression. 


(NCC=1953-1)) 
c. UN Program of Technical Assistance 


The Christian community around the world sees great promise in the 
United Nations program of technical assistance. Through this program the UN 
can advance the cause of peace and justice with great effectiveness, It was 
the United States that, at the outset, requested the Secretary=-General to 
Prepare a comprehensive plan for an expanded program of technical assistance 
for economic development through the United Nations. Such a program is now 
under way. There is ample evidence that when administered by the United 
Nations, technican assistance can reinforce the efforts of the free world to 
establish the conditions of peace, We regret deeply that the United States, 
having encouraged the United Nations to move forward on this front, has now 
by Congressional action, limited its participation in such a manner as to 
curtail drastically the future operations of this program. We refer spe= 
cifically to the fact that whereas President Eisenhower had requested an ap= 
propriation of $13,750,000 for UN Technical Assistance the Congress appropri= 
ated only $9,500,000 for this purpose. We hope the U.S. delegation will be 
enabled to assure the United Nations that it is the intention of our govern= 
ment to co-operate in multilateral technical assistance on a scale commen- 
surate with our resources and the concern of our people. The National Council 
of Churches is undertaking to bring this matter to the attention of the appro- 
priate Congressional committees. (NCC=1953-1)) 


U.S. FOREIGN ECONOMIC POLICY 


1. European Recovery Program, Trade and U.S. Economic Controls 


As Christians, we support the European Recovery Program in the conviction 
that it can be one of history's most momentous affirmations of faith in the cura- 
tive power of freedom and in the creative capacity of free men, 


The ways and means of that program will, of necessity, be largely economic 
and political, The motives and objectives behind it should be essentially.moral 
and spiritual. They should be above political partisanship, They should trans-= 
cend considerations of narrow self-interest... 


The United States must be zealously on guard against imposing, or appearing 
to impose, conditions in granting of foreign aid which would seem to threaten the 
political independence of the nations of Europe, or their right to choose their 
own way of life. We must not hamper efforts to establish European cooperation... 


From the start it is essential that the European Recovery Program encourage 
the development of trade between the participating states and the countries of 
Eastern Europe.o. 


If the United States is to fulfill its long-term responsibility in the world 
economy it must help enable other countries to manufacture and sell their own goods 
and services in order to buy what they need, Therefore, the European Recovery 
Program should be linked with long-range planning to increase American imports so 
that European economic life as well as our own may be maintained at a high level, 


The American people will be called upon to accept certain specific limita- 
tions on their own economic desires during this critical period in order that the 
larger good of world recovery may be served... If, in addition to voluntary con- 
trols, certain government controls should be required to assure a fair allocation 
of needed goods for foreign aid and domestic consumption, we believe that such 
controls should be adopted. (FCC-19)8-1) 


The Foreign Assistance Act just passed by Congress can serve greatly to 
change these conditions in Europe and also to some extent in China, The European 
Recovery Plan, which that Act incorporates, shows the immense possibilities which 
reside in non-military resourcefulness and action. The constructive objectives 
of this Plan have been strongly backed by our churches. 


Our people should press for positive programs which have immediate possi- 
bilities for peace and justice. They could, for example, quickly move toward: 
a) greater economic well-being throughout the world and b) greater emphasis on 
increasing social welfare. (FCC=-19),8=2 ) 


2. U.S. Program of Technical Assistance 
nn LENCE 


The churches of Christ in America, through efforts of missionary pioneers 
abroad and by missionary education at home, have stressed the Spiritual and ma= 
terial needs of the peoples in underdeveloped regions. It is gratifying that 
greater recognition is now being given by government to the meeting of these needs, 
We rejoice in the unanimous support given by the Economic and Social Committee of 
the United Nations General Assembly to the principles of an extended program of 
technical assistance in the development of these regions. We urge our government 
to give this undertaking the major consideration and Suppert called for in 
President Truman's Inaugural Address... 


Like the constructive purposes of the European Recovery Program, the aims 
of the technical assistance program should stand at the forefront of the American 
bi-partisan foreign policy... 


The guidance of the technical assistance program, involving a wide variety 
of international, national, and private activities, should be carried on princi= 
pally by the appropriate bodies of the United Nations and the Specialized agencies 
in order to enlist the maximum contributions of all states able to help, to pro= 
vide the most favorable circumstances for a correlated strategy, and to encourage 


The focus of attention should be the genuine needs of the peoples in the 
underdeveloped regions, insofar as these are recognized in their own aspirations 
and are compatible with the requirements of world development, Stability, and 
Security. 


The development program should encourage and undergird the voluntary partici- 
pation of appropriate non-governmental agencies and institutions, in order that as 
many as possible of the creative resources of the free societies may be enlisted 
and that existing ties among the peoples may be strengthened, (FCC=19))9=5) 


We recognize that in the present emergency certain of the technical assistance 
projects now financed by our Government, serve both humanitarian interests and the 
cause of national defense. In order that assistance programs may serve the humani- 
tarian purposes for which they are primarily designed, we think it desirable that 
whenever and wherever possible, such programs should be carried forward under the 


auspices of the United Nations. (NCC-1951-),) 


RESOLVED that representatives of the Division of Foreign Missions and the 
Department of International Justice and Goodwill be authorized to testify at the 
forthcoming Congressional hearings in support of technical assistance appropri- 
ations. It is understood that the views set forth in such hearings will be in 
accord with the policies previously approved by the General Board, (NCC-1952=8) 


We support the United States program of economic aid and technical assistance 
to the underdeveloped areas of the world. Persons who are sent abroad in this 
program should share not only their technical skill, but the spirit in which this 
aid is given. When such help can be given more effectively through the United 
Nations, we urge our country to use that channel. We believe such assistance 
must be supplemented by loans and capital investment from abroad and from within 
the areas receiving aid. To be most effective economic aid and technical assis- 
tance must be accompanied by land reform. 


When U. S. military aid is given abroad, we urge that such aid should not 
be used to thwart the legitimate aspirations of oppressed peoples for freedom and 
justice. (NCC-1952-9) 


For a long time, in spite of their utmost efforts to help themselves, the 
peoples in the economically less developed areas will need technical assistance 
from the more developed countries. (NCC-195 3-13) 


3. World Trade and U.S. Tariffs 
SSL es ee ae ee oe 


Peace among nations and trade among nations are inter-related, for the first 
requires and the other aids economic stability and progress in each nation, As 
a country of unique economic strength, the United States Should adopt on the 
national level, and support on the international level, policies which will be 
mutually advantageous through an increasing exchange of goods and Services... 
(NCC-1951-2) 


In urging ratification of the Treaty, it is our hope that the provisions 
therein contained will promote the economic well-being of Japan. The limitation 
of the sovereignty of that country to the Japanese home islands, pose for its 
83,000,000 people an exceptionally difficult but not insuperable problem... Since 
the Japanese people cannot subsist upon their own very limited agricultural re- 
Sources, Japan must be helped to a position where she can support herself by trade 
abroad. If we would build constructively for peace in the Far East, Japan must 
be allowed access to raw materials and overseas markets, (NCC-1951-6) 


The National Council has supported the U.S. "program of economic aid and 
technical assistance to the underdeveloped areas of the world," and the principles 
embodied in the Reciprocal Trade Agreements which seek to promote economic health 
in the world community by eliminating excessive tariff barriers, (NCC=1952=10 ) 


Even highly developed areas cannot become economically healthy unless the 
United States has a sustained trade and tariff policy which will permit them to 
sell more goods here, (NCC-1953=13) 


h. U.S. Grain to India 


Be it Resolved that the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
USA recommend that the Congress and the Executive Branch of the Government of the 


United States take such steps as may be required to assist in meeting the pres- 

ent urgent needs of the Indian people for emergency food aid, and that this food 
be made available on such terms as may be mutually acceptable to the two govern- 
ments. (NCC=1951-1) 


THE UNITED STATES AND NON=SELF-GOVERNING AREAS 
Eee 


We need in all our foreign relations to be aware of the changing relation= 
Ship between the West and other areas, There is in process a most spectacular 
transformation, as nearly half of the human race are liberated from political 
shackles that were formerly imposed and are assuming the full stature of self- 
governing peoples, Most of Asia has acquired new political freedom... We rejoice 
in these developments. (FCC-19))9-=),) 


We believe the United States should reaffirm with great vigor and clarity 
the long-standing American determination to work for the territorial integrity 
and political freedom of Oriental peoples... 


It is a matter genuinely to be deplored that the United States, with its 
democratic traditions and its long established commitment to freedom for subject 
and dependent peoples, has become aligned in popular world Opinion with the 
maintenance of the status quo, rather than with the forces making for a new Asia... 


The status of inferiority thus far imposed upon these people by the West 
is coming to an end. Since the War India, Pakistan, the Philippine Islands, Burma, 
Ceylon, have acquired their independence. The United States of Indonesia is in 
the process of formation. This rapid succession of peoples toward political 
freedom heralds the dawn of a new era in the Far East. The International Trustee- 
ship System of the United Nations provides opportunity for the United States and 
other member nations to advance the economic, social, and educational progress 
of the peoples of the Trust Territories and to develop self-government. The 
United States, which has entered into a trust agreement respecting the former 
Japanese Mandated Islands and which is the sole power occupying Okinawa, has it 
within its power to provide a living demonstration of its purpose to respect the 
rights and to promote the well-being of the inhabitants of these areas, Support 
for and participation in the activities of the Trusteeship Council should be 
regarded by the United States as a priority of the highest importance, 


(FCC=19))9=6) 


We reaffirm our conviction that the United States must cooperate with all 
nations and dependent areas in their struggle for freedom and justice. Our 
national self-interest must be defined in terms broad enough to include the 
rights and needs of other peoples. (NCC-1952-9 ) 


The revolutionary upsurge among the people of Asia and Africa has brought 
vast opportunities and responsibilities to the nations of the West. Our country 
has not come to grips adequately with these new and legitimate demands for 
political freedom and economic opportunity. (NCC=195 3-13) 


UNITED STATES IMMIGRATION POLICY (See also Section D;2 5b) 
Le ae a Sree SsSieesesencnione 


We believe the United States, as an earnest of its purpose to respect the 
rights and freedoms and dignities of Asiatic peoples, should complete the process 
of amending its immigration and naturalization laws so that, within the quota 
system, all discriminatory statues based upon considerations of color or 
nationality, would be removed, (FCC-19))9~6 ) 


On the national level it is desirable that Congress adopt such emergency 
legislation as may be required fully to complete the Displaced Persons Program 
to which our country is committed. This legislation should provide for the 
admission to the United States of (a) those who were processed under the Dis- 
placed Persons Act but for whom visas were not available on December 31, 1951, 
(b) an additional number of persons of those groups for whom a clearly insuf- 
ficient number of visas were provided in the original legislation, and (c) our 
fair share, under proper safeguards, of those who have escaped from behind the 
Iron Curtain subsequent to January 1, 199, the cut-off date specified under the 
Displaced Persons legislation. The additional visas here recommended should be 
authorized within the period ending December 31, 1952, and should be granted 
without regard to sectarian considerations. (NCC-1952=7) 


1. Permanent Immigration Policy 


The National Council of Churches has taken note of the fact that legislation 
is pending in Congress looking toward the revision of our immigration and natu- 
ralization laws. We believe it is of the utmost importance that legislation be 
enacted that will conform with our democratic tradition and with our heritage as 
a defender of human rights. The adoption by Congress of enlightened immigration 
and naturalization laws would add immeasurably to the moral stature of the United 
States and would hearten those nations with which we are associated in a common 
effort to establish the conditions of a just and durable peace. 


We do not propose at this time to pass judgment on the specific details 
of the proposed legislation, many of which are technical and legal in character, 
We believe, however, the views hereinafter set forth are in accord with the con= 
victions of our constituent communions, 


One: The Congress should make the quota system more flexible. Under exist- 
ing legislation provision is made for the possible admission to the United States, 
each year, of 15,000 immigrants. For one reason or another, the quotas assigned 
to many countries are not now being filled. We believe serious consideration 
should be given to the pooling or adjusting of unused quotas in order to facilitate 
family reunion, to provide skills needed in our country, and to offer asylum to 
persecuted victims of totalitarian regimes... 


Two: The Congress should complete the process of amending immigration and 
naturalization laws so that, within the quota system, all discriminatory provisions 
based upon considerations of color, race, or sex would be removed, 


Three: The Congress should establish a system of fair hearings and appeals 
respecting the issuance of visas and deportation proceedings. It is right and 
proper that Congress shall approve such precautionary measures as may be required 
to ensure our nation against the infiltration of individuals hostile to the basic 
principles of the Constitution and institutions of the United States. We believe 
this end can be achieved without the imposition of such restrictive measures as 
would violate the American conception of justice. (NCC=1952-7) 


Ze Emergency Refugee Legislation 


Voted that the General Board of the National Council of Churches of Christ 
in the U.S.A. expresses its deep gratification that the Refugee Relief Act of 
1953, granting special non quota visas to 21) ,000 uprooted persons was enacted by 
the 83rd Congress. It recalls that the General Assembly at Denver in December 1952 


Supported such "Special legislation to permit and assist our fair share of 
refugees to enter the United States for permanent residence." This law re= 
emphasizes the determination of the American people to maintain our country's 
tradition as the friend of the oppressed, and reaffirms the fact that assistance 
and a measure of justice to the homeless constitute a strong contribution to 
world peace ... We call upon all our member churches to unite in a new common 
effort to provide the assurances, the financial support and the Christian ser- 
vices which will be required in order that the approximately 100,000 eligible 
people overseas, who look to our Protestant and Eastern Orthodox churches as 
their only hope of succor, may have their full share of visas under this new 


law and thus their fair share of opportunities to start life anew in our 
country. 


DOCUMENTS FROM WHICH THE STATEMENTS WERE TAKEN 
198 = 1953 


NOTE: Every statement in this compilation was taken from an official pro- 
nouncement of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America 

or from the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. In 
December 1950 the Federal Council was merged into the new National Council. 
The source of each statement in this paper is identified by the document 
code number given below. 


FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (1918-1950) The seven pronouncements listed 
€iow were adopted by the Lxecutive Committee of the Council on the 
dates indicated: 


FCC-19),8-1: 
FCC=19);8=2: 
FCC-19))8=3: 
FCC=-19))9=)): 
FCC=19))9=5: 


FCC=19))9-6: 


FCC=1950-7: 


The Churches and the European Recovery Program, January 13,1918. 
A Positive Program for Peace, April 26, 198. 
The Churches and Human Rights, December, 19))8. 
Moral Responsibility and United States Power, A message to 
e churches from the Nationa udy Conference on the 


Churches and World Order, March 15, 199, 


Christian Principles for a Program of Technical Assistance, 
ecember 6, . 


The Churches and American Policy in the Far East, 
December 6, 1919. 


A Message for World Order Day, for publication, October 22, 1950. 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (1951-1953) The fifteen pronouncements listed 
eiow were adopted by the General Board of the Council on the dates in- 


dicated: 
NCC=1951-1: 


NCC-1951-2: 


NCC=1951-32 


NCC=1951-)): 
NCC=1951-5; 


NCC=1951-6: 


NCC=1952-7: 


Food for India, January Lis asbLe 


The National Council of Churches Vie its Task in Christian 
Tife and Work, "approved" for Sabitoation May, 195i. 
A Message for World Order Day, for publication, October 21,1951. 


Letter to U.S, moapetton to_the Sixth Session of the UN General 
Assembly, November 28, : 

International separ and Reduction of Armaments , 

Ovember 2O, 1951, 


The Treaty of Peace With Japan, November 28, 1951, 


U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Policy, March 21, 1952, 
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NCC-1952-8: 


NCC=1952-9: 


NCC=1952-10: 


NCC=1952-11: 


NCC=1953-12: 


NCC=-1953-13: 


NCC=1953=1)): 


NCC=-1953-15: 
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Technical Assistance Appropriations, March 21, 1952 
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The New Role of the United States, June 11, 1952, for 
publication, October 19, 1952, 


Christian Responsibility in the 1952 Election, 
September 2h, 1952. 


A Letter to the Christian People of America, adopted by 


e General Assembly, December ° 
a  — A Setanta Senens Ar ae 
Purges and Human Rights, January 28, 1953. 
SS 


The Price of American Power, September 167521953, 
or publication October 25, 1953. 


Letter to U.S. Delegation to the Kighth Session of the UN 
nerai Assembly, September 16, 1953, 


The Refugee Act of the 83rd Congress, September 165.2953; 
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